FOODBORNE OUTBREAK INVESTIGATION PROJECT	2

Steps Taken by Epidemiologist/Health Officials to Addressing Each Outbreak Investigation   

As soon as the outbreaks were reported, the officials identified and prepared the necessary resources to facilitate the investigations. The resources include Epidemiology teams, PHRST teams, nurse consultants, and disease investigation teams for both outbreaks. Secondly, the team had to determine whether the outbreak exists by establishing how many cases exist in a given population. 12 Sick people were interviewed by state and public health officials for the leafy green.  23 people sick in the Shell eggs case were also interviewed. A verification of the diagnosis had to be done and clinical testing was conducted in consultation with State Lab. Romaine lettuce was tested and all tests were negative in the leafy green case while the shell eggs confirmed positive of Salmonella. The officials then constructed the case definition through CDC and FDA determining where the products were purchased and ultimately the main supplier of the products. The next step involved a systematical definition of the cases and development of line listing. The symptoms, demographic, and exposure information of the case and when they started was identified.  Hypothesis development was done using the line listing and epidemiology curves to develop a hypothesis. The type of exposure, time of exposure and the possible agents were suggested. Furthermore, hypothesis evaluation done using cohort and case- control to assess the exposure among those affected by the outbreak and those who are not affected was done. Control measures were then implemented whereby no product recalls or cohorting was initiated in the leafy greens case whilst the Rose Acre Farm eggs were recalled in the Shell eggs case.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The officials then communicated the findings of the investigation through the media and the CDC website. The findings that the food that caused the outbreak is no longer in the market were communicated in the leafy greens case. For the Shell eggs case, advice not to purchase Rose Acre Farm products was issued to the public.The final step involved maintaining surveillance with investigations by CDC still ongoing.  Public health agencies also informed the public that there are no concerns about eating leafy greens. The public was urged to cook eggs properly to avoid illnesses from raw eggs and wash everything that comes into contact with raw eggs for the Shell eggs case.
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